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The design project represents possible transforma-
tions of the waterfront of South Harbor, Helsinki. 

The core idea is saving existing landscape and views 
from the embankments to the harbor itself and to the 

park behind. Design was aimed not to interrupt the 
environment but to fill it with new functions with 

highest softness. The main steps were: replacing the 
existing monofunctional terminal with a series of 

environmentally integrated architectural volumes of a 
small scale filled with number of functions; 

placing new terminal building in front of the edge of 
the rocks in the park with direct access to the park 
area by the pedestrian bridge; creating a new soft 

landscape out of the named buildings and of smaller 
design objects around the harbor so that it could be 

further extended without harm to the city’s 
environment.

The series of new volumes appearing on the banks of 
the harbor contains the number of functions and 

has specific environmental traits. These “dunes” were 
designed to store retail, catering and exhibition 

functions. Every volume has an open access to the 
roof and some of them are also connected with the 
other, so the overall structure is two-layered: visitors 

may walk on the level of the ground either use 
pathways along the roofs of the “dunes”. When placed 

altogether, separate volumes produce the 
complex structure with aforementioned pathways on 

the upper and bottom levels and also with open 
public spaces. Such spaces are either oriented to the 

harbor, or placed inside the structure or oriented 
to the park and Skeppsbrogatan street. The shape of 

each pavilion as well as the shape of the overall 
structure is bent either in the direction of the harbor or 

in the direction of the city. Former create the 
viewpoints to the water and are open to the sunlight 

while latter protect visitors from the wind coming 
from the sea. 

As the old terminal is replaced, the new one is 
designed further in the location and is also integrated 

in the existing environment. It is implied not to be 
monofunctional as the Olympic terminal, but to be 

provided with range of public facilities. The difference 
in functional set of the “dunes” pavilions and the 

new terminal is that the former are essentially filled 
with local businesses. The latter one is implied to be 

filled with public facilities of commercial networks so 
that the economies of the terminal are supported 

by the higher-order level businesses. The new terminal 
is implied to be environmentally integrated with 

green roof and the direct access to the park from the 
roof by the pedestrian bridge.

#1  STRIPE

#2  FOLD : upper / bottom levels

#4  MORPH : complex external spaces
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OPEN PUBLIC SPACES
let place facilities close to the 

water

EXTERNAL SPACES

PAVILLIONS / LANDSCAPE
series of environmentally integrated 

architectural volumes of a small scale 
filled with number of retail, catering, 

exhibition functions

FERRY TERMINAL WITH 
PUBLIC-ORIENTED FACILITIES

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
connection between 
park and harbour landscape
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