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« The city is the greatest collective work of art ever conceived »

The City of Helsinki owns 65% of its territory. This context is a unique opportunity for the development of a coherent and rational urban work.

The skyline above the bay perfectly shows the development and the identity of the city through the ages. The orthogonal city of the architect Carl 
Ludwig Hengel, dominated by the Lutheran Cathedral and the Orthodox Church, confronts fragmented coastline. This seafront both rigid and hec-
kled was remodeled by the port and tourism infrastructures. The bay is a symbol of the opening to the sea but the access is largely closed to the 

pedestrians.

The contemporary city must now leave an image taken from postcards. The “harbour” has to open itself to the city and continue its collective work. 
This privileged location just outside the city center is the opportunity to develop an alternative model to the contemporary city of overconsumption. 

The city is the fabulous scene of trade and social links.

First of all the site need to be reorganized. At the moment it’s occupied by too many car-parks which don’t give an asset to surrounding landscape 
and use a territory which has a very precious location. As a solution parking lots are integrated in 2 silo-shaped garages. 

Then ferries are concentrated on the eastern side of the bay in order to allow an access to the waterfront. The terminals are also integrated which 
let to reduce vehicles and water traffic inside the bay.

What’s more the city must be made of diversity and should exploited its essential resource: the sea. In this way a micro-economy is set up around 
the craft and local products. The marketplace is covered for continuous use throughout the seasons and to become a centerpiece of the neigh-
borhood. The market is supplied by a new port of local fishermen and the products delivered by the ferries. The harbour becomes the setting for 
a new craft and local activities chain. A naval construction workshop and boat maintenance take place near the fishing port and benefits from the 

favorable infrastructure platforms. Wood can be easily transported to the workshop by the sea.

The existing buildings which are propriety of the ferry service on the west of the bay are reinterpreted for artist studios, bars and restaurants. The 
Tähtitorninvuoren Puisto Park is extended to the sea level by a bridge to provide continuity between the city and the waterfront promenade.

The public transports are developed by giving more prominence to the tram and ferry. New infrastructure will be perfectly connected with the rest 
of the city thanks to the current tram and the future metro line.

These interventions will at the end support the new district. This plan proposes a gradual transformation of the bay consistent with its current identity 
and its social potential.
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