THE NEXT
HELSINKI

Helsinki is a city that has everything:
n a t u r a l b e a u t y, e f ﬁ c i e n t p u b l i c
transportation and good maritime and rail
terminals, as well as being a welcoming
place for those who wish to ride bikes or
walk on the streets. There is also a lot of
stores, coffee shops, museums and a
diverse cultural scene. Moreover, Helsinki
has one of the best human development
index ratings due to the existence of
consistent and efﬁcient measures to avoid
corruption and to reduce the use of
vehicles.
Helsinki receives snow during almost half
of the year. Thus, this is something to
keep in mind while planning interferences
in urban space.
We propose to create a connection tool
that allows locals and visitors to enjoy all
things the city has to offer even during the
worst weather conditions.
This tool derives from a partnership
between the government and private
parties. We believe that this joint venture
will bring a positive result to Helsinki.
Therefore, our project is focused not in
one unique big attraction, but in the
construction of various new spots.
The creation of a sidewalk that runs not
only along the south bay, but that also gets
to other points of the city, will make
Helsinki even more attractive to locals and
visitors.

18

17
15
16

14

19
13

20

12

04

06
05

03

07

N

08
02
01
09

11

10

This sidewalk has a glass cover (Crystal Lane) beneath which people will be able to walk, to ride a bike, to rollerblade, and so on.
This sidewalk gives access to 20 diﬀerent a rac ons:
1. Mari me terminal
11. Park
6. Market
2. Congress Center
12. Pohjoisesplanadi Avenue, coﬀee shops and
7. Newspaper and magazine stands
3. Rent a bike (NEW) and Mari me (redesigned and with a stage)
stores
terminal
13. Mikaelsgatan Avenue
8. Covered Market
4. Brewery (NEW with a stage)
9. Museum (NEW with a stage) or Guggenheim 14. Train Sta on
5. Store (NEW with a stage)
15. Bus Sta on
10. Mari me terminal

16. Rent a bike (NEW)
17. Nykytaiteen museum and surroundings
18. Finlandia Hall
19. Manerheimin e Avenue, coﬀee shops
and stores
20. Theater
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Besides all these points, there will be resting areas, with equipment to work out or playgrounds. Some
places will even have ﬁreplaces to be used during the winter.
This sidewalk is close to the public transport stations, making it easy to connect between them.
The Crystal Lane could be named NOKIA LANE or SUUNTO LANE, or any other sponsor that wants to
have their name linked to this initiative. In addition of the brand awareness the lane will create, there will
also be a space reserved to a store, to be used by the sponsor.
Revenue streams from media kiosks and promotional events will be spent on Crystal lane's maintenance.
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The architecture of parts of the new attraction allows having bleachers for different kinds of performances,
like recitals, music, theater, dance, marketing events and others. There will be 3 or 4 stages available, other
than the existing ones, that will make this sidewalk not only an attraction, but, most importantly, a chance for
the city to position itself as one of the greatest cultural centers in Europe.
The glass cover above the sidewalk was meant to:
1. Give the possibility of getting around independently of the weather conditions, protecting from the rain
and snow, and also keeping the ﬂoor accessible to people during the winter;
2. Create a visual identity for the project/concept without interfere on the existing landscape;
3. Support the local initiative of Helsinki city to reduce the use of vehicles.
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This cover will be 3,8km long above the sidewalks that already exists.
This sidewalk will not be just a new attraction, it will also add value to the investments made on the city by
the government and the stores and restaurants owners.
This will be the ﬁrst step. There will be continuity to the project, extending the sidewalk to other directions of
the city and increasing the number of attractions, for example, giving a cover to the market.

View point 16 bicycle rentals and electric transport .

View point 07 newspaper and magazine stands

View point 07 newspaper and magazine stands

