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Concept 

Cities now need a new kind of civic space where people 
can come together to recreate community and public 
identity. This is the next frontier for the development of 
truly responsive and interactive democracy.  

Even as the information age connects us globally, the 
post-industrial economy continues to drive us apart locally. 
We need to reclaim physical space to create an analogue 
of online social space and bring into real space the 
connections we have in virtual space. We need a new kind 
of public place where we can come together to share and 
participate, to engage with ideas and debate, to co-create 
and learn, to entertain and aspire.  

The spaces that will foster this new civil society 
engagement will offer free and open access to the public 
for both spontaneous and organized interactions on both 
large and small scales.  

These spaces will be linked to other similar spaces in other 
cities. They will exist both offline and online, hosting 
participation both in real space at their physical location 
and virtually in cyberspace.  

The Next Helsinki space will be owned by a public trust 
and run by a not-for-profit management body that will be 
charged with safeguarding its founding values. The space 
will host an open-ended variety of activities, both self-
organizing and organized, for-profit and not-for-profit. It will 
be a place where people can come together to embrace 
the challenge of building the next Helsinki.  
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The Proposal 

On the proposed site for the Guggenheim Helsinki, a 
pioneering new multi-purpose public building for the 
development and self-expression of civic society 2
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The photograph shows a 
1:500 handmade model of 
the proposed building
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The Next Helsinki 

This new building is 
the first step in a 
program of future 
development that will 
see the South 
Harbour become  
one continuous 
interlinked cultural 
space

A peoples’ space for 
• culture and art  
• community and public 

meetings 
• recreation 
• experimentation  
• civic engagement and 

education  
• rediscovery of local identity 

and reconnection to place 
• markets for local produce 

and creativity 
• grass roots political 

expression 
• and more…



Contextual features of the building 4

North elevation aligns 
with nearby city block 
and avoids blocking 
the view from the 
Palace Hotel 

Building defines and 
shelters a curved 
open public space by 
the water for a 
restaurant or cafe

S-shape of the 
building begins as 
part of the city grid at 
the northern end and 
orients to the 
waterfront at the 
southern end

The southern gable 
end of the building 
provides an interface 
for possible further 
building in a 
compatible style on 
the adjoining site

Open space planted 
with grass to evoke 
an extension of the 
Tahtitornin Vuori Park, 
with a footbridge over 
the road to connect 
the two (bridge not 
shown) 
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The roof evokes a 
constellation of many 
dwellings, symbolic 
of both pluralism and 
solidarity among the 
civil society users of 
the building, and 
reflecting future 
aspiration
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5Internal features of the building 

The interior of the building is open and flexible, to give 
practical expression to the democratic freedom and 
self-determination of the users

The interior of the 
building is a clear-
span, open, freely 
configurable space 

Perhaps a mini 
Guggenheim-spiral 
art gallery in ironic 
commemoration of 
the origins of the 
building?

A theatrical 
auditorium or 
cinema

Multiple freestanding, 
temporary and 
reconfigurable 
internal structures 
meet the changing 
requirements of the 
civil society groups 
using the building

Most internal 
structures to be made 
of wood for 
sustainability and 
ease of reuse
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The building makes 
maximum use of 
sustainable 
technology for 
energy, water and 
HVAC 

The roof is 9 metres 
high at the corners

The maximum height 
of the roof is 26.6 
metres to comply 
with city planning 
regulations 

The building is 65 
metres wide 
throughout its length

The Next Helsinki 

The glass side walls 
use advanced glass 
technology for energy 
saving, reduced 
thermal transfer and 
for IR and UV control 

The roof panels use 
advanced timber-
composite spaceframe 
construction, resembling 
a timber gridshell, clad 
externally with 
translucent white 
engineering polymer 
fabric for maximum 
daylighting

The side walls are 
glass, with internal 
louvres for shading, 
allowing the 
maximum penetration 
of daylight balanced 
by glare control

The building makes 
maximum use of 
advanced Finnish 
materials and 
technology, 
particularly glass and 
timber


