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Why do you want a Guggenheim Musem 
like landmark of  Helsinki, when YOUR 
CITY, Helsinki, is the landmark?

The Bilbao Effect is the negative result of  
the post modernism movement.

It’s time to re-focalize our attention on the 
entire city.
It’s time to look back at the origin of  the 
city to research the deep meaning of  living 
and building.

Only in this way we could do  a better city!
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Helsinki in this moment has the opportunity 
to overturn the rules of  architecture, which 
for many decades are been dictated from the 
originality of  the gestures architect. The result 
has been the birth of  new buildings around 
the world with a unique purpose: stand above 
the beauty of  the entire city.
The construction of  the Guggenheim Mu-
seum, in Helsinki, would lead at this city a 
probable loss of  focus on the context and the 
places that it has.
After all, why should have Helsinki a Guggen-
heim Museum? To follow the nowadays 
trends? Doing so, it would be just another 
town infected by a new building that aspires 
to originality and the only desire is to stand 
out in the context.
At this point, the question directed to the en-
tire city is the follow: why the image of  Hel-
sinki must be linked to a landmark? If  we talk 
about the city, the project for the upgrading 
of  the South Harbor must be something else.
Citizens must demand a project that can bring 
out the image of  places, streets and the his-
toric architectural core of  Helsinki.

1.  Your city is the landmark…
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From what to start to rethink a portion of  
Helsinki?
We start from the place taken in considera-
tion: South Harbor.
The harbor is one of  the archetype place from 
which were born the first settlements and af-
ter from which have developed the city.
This is what happened for Helsinki, when the 
small village Helsingfors was placed side by 
side the harbor called Helsinge.
So, the proposal that follows want to set the 
entire harbor as a starting point for the up-
grading of  the area. Revisiting the harbor like 
a place and what it can provide today to citi-
zens and tourists.

2.  Time to look back…
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3.  The deep meaning of  living and building…

We start to study how the harbor were de-
signed and built in history.
Observing the shape of  the Roman harbor, 
we can understand how the original setting 
can be still used. To do this we have to rein-
terpret and adapt functions to the context of  
Helsinki.

Imagine these two arms that jut into the sea 
with a double function:
- The first, to define with an architectural sign 
the entrance to the harbor;
- The second, the two architectural bodies 
have inside the functions, both existing and 
future, for the necessary expansion of  the 
Finnish capital.
The composition of  the Roman harbor, which 
was taken into consideration, will absorb all 
the architectural features of  Helsinki. In this 
way the new harbor will be fully integrated 
with the context that will dictate and deter-
mine design choices:  the shape of  the roof, 
the height of  volumes, the constructive mate-
rial  that will be used. Nothing will be the sim-
ple result of  a subjective choice or the mere 
taste of  the architect.

arms

inside
harbor

outside
harbor

city
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The intention to push the arms of  the new 
harbor in the Finland Gulf  is to welcome visi-
tors who reach Helsinki by boat. The entrance 
to the inner part of  the harbor will be exclu-
sive to the small boats.
For the bigger ships the mooring will be pro-
vided externally, on new arms.
The goal is simple: redeveloping the interior 
of  harbor to make it more comfortable to 
the human perception. The excessive scale 
of  ships, the noise, the pollution it cause, are 
the reasons that move away the citizens. Pro-
ceeding in this direction, the inner part of  the 
South Harbor will be redeveloped. Here it will 
be organized the functions of  reception and 
stay for tourists, taking advantage of  the prox-
imity to the city center.
The Finland Gulf  will acquire a new livability 
or for a nostalgic view of  the past, Helsinki 
will regain the soul passed of  the Helsinge 
harbor.
The result will be a every day life for the har-
bor due to the simultaneous presence of  ser-
vices functions for citizens. In fact one of  the 
archetype characteristics of  the harbor, as well 
as a place of  social exchanges, is also a place 
for trade.
Tourist spaces, commercial spaces and artis-
tic and cultural spaces, essential for human 
life today, everything will be able to revive this 
place.

4.  The South Harbor - The Next Helsinki…
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plan site - existing 1:10000

human scale

sailing boat

tourists ship

- bigger scale than
 human scale

- noise

- pollution

The process design, for the 
proposal, start to consider the 
scale...

outside the harbor ... and the 
question is:  HOW ?

inside the harbor

N
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view of  the park

plan site - proposal 1:8000

new proposed building 

new park 

new car park and bus station

inside harbor

outside harbor

terminal 1
terminal 2

terminal 3

terminal 4

terminal 5

N
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isomoetric view 

view of  the Coast Guard from the sea

Coast Guard
elevation 1:500

plan key

remittance boats

coast guard

info point
tourists and citizens

11



Tip: to have a comprehension of  this 
picture, here a description of  the sounds, 
that through your imagination, complete 
the scene in front of  which you might 
find.

You are on the quay, the south harbor of  Hel-
sinki. You stop suddenly to seize what sur-
rounds you. You’re immediately attracted by 
a flock of  screeching seagulls flying above you. 
With the sight still on the sky, you feel a slight 
breeze that brings to your smell the taste of  the 
sea, close your eyes, inhale deeply and you seem 
to enjoy with your nose all the smell of  the Fin-
land Gulf. While your eyes are still closed, you 
hear the sound of  the flag flying in the air, on 
your left the wind slips through needles of  pine 
trees, in the distance you hear the whiz of  the 
cables of  the sailboats. The sea breeze brings 
with it not only smells, but gives rise to sounds 
that fill your ears. Open your eyes and your 
vision focuses on two girls bike, then a group 
of  young people can be found in the porch and 
only in this moment the attention is captured by 
the presence of  buildings. Those buildings will 
bring to mind the Finnish vernacular forms . 
You blink your eyes for a greater focus and the 
skin that covers the buildings are made of  wood 
and brick, the materials used in the early days 
of  Finnish culture. Unable to identify the year 
of  construction of  this harbor, it seems to be 
timeless. And it is only the melody of  a violin 
played by a young man sitting on the quay of  
the boats that distracts you from your thoughts, 
that same melody accompanies you along the 
daily walk in the harbor. Every day you have 
a walk in this place, here there is the ineffable 
architecture that knows how pinch the string of  
your sensibiliy.
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plan key
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+
concrete wood board brickwood shingle

MATeRIAlS

Annual herring market, a week 
when the harbor is filled with 
fishermen’s boats

The resulting form is the 
rivisitation of  the Finnish 
vernacular forms

museum

restaurant

commercial spaces

tourists 
accomodation

citizens houses

FORM

isomoetric view - diagram
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museum

commercial
spaces

commercial
spaces

tourists 
accomodation

citizens houses

section 1:500

view from inside an citizen’s house 

view of  the quay from the boat

Designing all harbor, and not only a part of  it ( ex. Guggenheim Museum), 
all elements are linked each other. In the case of  a museum or a restaurant, 
visitors can understand the different function from the different scale, instead 
the architectural register remains the same
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car’s way

tourists’s way

inside the harbor outside the harbor

The tourist’s way, inside the ter-
minals, has large windows that 
allow a visual connection with 
the inner part of  the harbor.
The material for the indoor is 
the same of  the outside: brick

plan key
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It is very likely that this action involves an ex-
penditure of  money and time greater than the 
building of  the single Guggenheim Museum.
But if  we think about the concept of  the City 
handed down from the knowledge of  the ar-
chitecture, the City is not intended as the sum 
of  individual showy buildings, but as a bal-
anced articulation of  the places that make it 
up.
If  Helsinki decides to invest its resources with 
an intervention of  all area, this project will be 
able to make an even higher quality to its ur-
ban progress, moreover, is not this the intent 
of  the program of  the New City Plan “Hel-
sinki 2050 “?

5.  A  better city!
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