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Design Statement!!
Drawing inspiration from the artful and speculative approach 
to design, the competition proposal aims to transform of the 
tram transportation system by thickening its existing function 
with new, interdependent scenarios, programs and services 
that are socially, culturally and ecologically inclusive.  !
As Helsinki moves forward with a new and expanded 
network of multi-modal transportation systems in its 2050 
Vision Plan, it is timely to re-imagine the future of the long 
cherished tram system. This proposal reframes the tram 
stops as !
Polybrids- a hybrid housing and conduit of multiple 
scales for people, information, artifacts, memories, 
experience, and biota systems in the city. !!
The various scenarios presented here offer one possible 
interpretation. Although they are situated in specific tram 
stops, it does not mean that other tram stops cannot take on 
similar programs as well. !
In the long run, it is envisaged that artists, designers and 
architects working with local residents will contribute to the 
collective design visions of future tram stops in the City of 
Helsinki. 
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Retrieved from http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/b/ba/Bike_to_Work_Day_Rally.jpg

Retrieved from http://www.kitsilano.ca/wp-content/uploads/
2014/04/bikesharing.jpg

Mobility System!!
A city’s mobility infrastructure is embedded in a connective 
system. Infra refers to what is hidden or unseen; something 
existing below the radar and beyond our everyday 
consciousness. This might well be true for a city’s 
infrastructure designed to bring electricity, phone, water or the 
Internet service into our homes. However, the design of 
infrastructures for mobility are increasingly taking on a more 
significant presence in the urban landscape. Infrastructural 
facilities and networks such as bicycle rental stations and 
paths in Chicago and Paris, and mass transit stations in 
Singapore are visible landmarks in the cityscape. In Hong 
Kong, the Mass Transit Railway (MTR) stations are linked 
above and underground to major buildings in the city. Besides 
being physically adjoined, they are also digitally networked to 
facilitate wireless connectivity and transactions. !!
Goal 1!
To re-imagine the design of the tram system as an 
expanded, interdependent network co-existing with the 
other systems in the city

Retrieved from http://www.aedas.com/Content/images/
pageimages/Marina-Bay-Station-succeeded-at-SIA-
Awards-2012-NewsMarina-Bay-MRT-Station-succeed-at-
SIA-Awards-2012-1-1259.jpg

Retrieved from http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/d/da/HK_Hang_Seng_Bank_Headquarters.JPG
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http://www.visithelsinki.fi/en/come/tourist-information/helsinki-
tourist-information

http://www.cruisecurrents.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/
helsinki-guides.jpg

http://www.visithelsinki.fi/en/come/tourist-information/helsinki-
tourist-information

Tourism System!!
The current physical presence of tourism infrastructure 
includes tourist information centers, signage and in the 
summer, pop-up information kiosks. They are commonly 
located along the paths and destinations that tourists 
arrive, take and stay. In Helsinki, volunteers acting as 
helpers are found in the city center to provide information 
about getting around the city. More often than not, we now 
go online to look for information about the places we are 
going to and use digital maps for wayfinding in a new city. 
In a study by Somero Mari (1), it was determined that the 
tourism industry plays a vital role in the economy of the city 
and that Helsinki alone, accounts for nearly half of 
industry’s income for Finland. In the Port of Helsinki 
website (2), it is estimated that 300 cruise ships and 
400000 cruise visitors come to Helsinki annually. As 
impressive and important such figures are for the 
economic vitality of the city, it is equally important to seek a 
balanced future development that is socially, culturally and 
environmentally inclusive. In the same report by Somero 
Mari, tourists are also becoming more sophisticated, 
discerning and culturally sensitive. The days of mass 
tourist attractions and experience are replaced by localized 
and unique experiences that bring out the character of the 
place and its people.  !
1. Mari, Somero. (2012). Helsinki City Tourist Information in the Future: The 

Expectations of Stakeholders. (Masters Thesis). Retrieved from https://
www.theseus.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/51919/Somero_Mari.pdf?sequence=1. 

2. Port of Helsinki website. Retrieved from http://www.portofhelsinki.fi/passengers/
international_cruise !!

Goal 2!
To re-imagine how the new and existing tourism 
system of objects and spaces can form part of the 
everyday lives of Helsinki’s residents
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Social Support System!!
The Social Support System provides services and 
amenities that support and promote the social wellbeing of 
residents. The state or the federal government usually 
funds them but in a continuing difficult economic climate 
and diminishing financial means, meeting the needs of 
various social services and amenities is a huge challenge. 
A private-public partnership approach is often seen as an 
alternative solution. The proposal imagines future, bottom-
up approach to the creation and sustenance of new social 
support system that includes enterprises that can be 
scaled out along the tram routes to complement what the 
city is providing.  !!
Goal 3!
To imagine new social support system in the City of 
Helsinki and strategies of nourishing and sustaining 
them

http://www.sitra.fi/en/economy/social-enterprises

ht tp: / /www.hel .fi /wps/wcm/connect /41bfe9e1-d855-422b-9be9-4947ea68bbd0/kav i_2. jpg?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=41bfe9e1-
d855-422b-9be9-4947ea68bbd0

http://www.avainlippu.fi/en/symbols/finnish-social-enterprise-
mark
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Ecological System!!
As cities become more high dense, pockets of parks and 
gardens are the remaining places for the city’s flora and 
fauna to thrive. Equally important is the role of pollinators in 
the city to maintain a healthy and vital presence of crops. In 
an online article by a British newspaper, it is reported that 
Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), a phenomenon that 
describes the abandonment of beehives, had spread to 
Sweden, Spain, Portugal, Italy and Greece. Scientists claim 
radiation from the cellphone’s signal is one of the causes.
(3) The future urbanization of Helsinki therefore cannot be 
at the expense of the diversity and important roles that 
flora and fauna play. !
3. Lean, Geoffrey. Shawcross, Harriet. (April, 2007). Are mobile phones wiping out our 
bees? The Independent. Retrieved from http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/
nature/are-mobile-phones-wiping-out-our-bees-444768.html !!
Goal 4!
To intensify the presence of flora and fauna in the 
City of Helsinki beyond their current presence in 
parks and gardens

http://www.luomus.fi/en/kumpula-botanic-garden http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3754/9054511733_b48cfdf7e9_m.jpg
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The Role of Art!!
Art is the overall strategy as well as the spirit that connects 
the 4 infrastructural systems into an imaginative and playful 
whole. Through the speculative, subversive and provocative 
lens of art, the project seeks to re-imagine the everyday life as 
a locus of creativity, participation and agency. In this proposal, 
art and designed objects are more than just objects to be 
displayed or designed for consumption. They transcend 
beyond the rarified spatial boundaries of their 20th century 
housings and expands into the public domain. As William 
Morris so wonderfully said, !
"What business have we with art at all unless all can share it?"  !
Social Artifacts 
This proposal posits that the objects of art, design and 
architecture are social artifacts that have many different layers 
of individual and collective ownerships, histories and 
meanings in the city. The caring, sharing and display of these 
objects are not only the role of museum curators or experts as 
currently the situation now. By re-defining them as social 
artifacts, new facilities, services and social business 
opportunities can emerge that are more reflective of the spirit 
of the current milieu.  !
4. MacCarthy, Fiona. (Oct 2014). William Morris- Beauty and Anarchy in the UK. The 
Guardian. Retrieved from http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/oct/03/how-william-
morris-beauty-and-anarchy-uk

Artists Joseph Beuys, Rirkrit Tiravanija and Tino Sehgal

Finkelpearl, Tom. (2013). What We Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation.  
Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

Bourriaud. Nicolas. (1998). Relational Aesthetics.  
France: Les Presse Du Reel

Helguera, Pablo. (1998). Education for Socially-
Engaged Art: A Materials and Techniques 
Handbook. New York, NY: Jorge Pinto Books Inc.

Becker, Carol. (1994). The Subversive Imagination. Artists, Society and Social Responsibility.  
New York, NY: Routledge
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The Site!!
Route 4 and 6 as a Mobility-Tourist-Social-Ecological 
System!
In this proposal, two tram routes and the adjacent areas 
are identified as the ideal sites for the proposal- Route 4 
(Architectural) and Route 6 (Design and Culinary). These 2 
routes have been distinguished by Helsingin Matkailu Ltd, 
the marketing arm of the Helsinki Travel and Convention 
Bureau as significant routes with a strong branding and 
identity centered on Design, Architecture and Culinary. 
Both route 4 and 6 also pass through some of the major 
museums in the city. A Culture Tram was conceived in 
2012 to take advantage of the special character of the 
tram to promote art and culture to residents and tourists.(4)  !
Moreover, in the recent draft plan for the expansion of the 
tram network, the Helsinki Regional Transport Authority 
aims to expand route 6 to Hernesaari (5), which is one of 
the major docking areas for international cruise ships. 
Route 4, on the other hand, terminates at the end of the 
Katajanokka district and serves the cruise passengers 
arriving at the Katajanokka Terminal. Routes 4 and 6 
currently and more so in the future, will house and channel 
several systems within the city that are integral to the future 
evolution of the City of Helsinki. !
4. Helsinki Regional Transport Authority. Retrieved https://www.hsl.fi/en 
5. Järvenpää, Riia. (2012). Art on rails moves people in Helsinki. This is Finland. 
Retrieved from http://finland.fi/Public/default.aspx?contentid=219395

Route 6:  
Design and Culinary

Route 4:  
Architecture
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The scale of new interventions along Route 4 and 6 is divided into Minimal (MIN), Moderate (MOD) and Extensive 
(EXT).  !
Minimal Intervention (MIN) involves: 
1. Insertion of new objects complementing the design concept  
2. No increase in floor area 
3. A single new public-oriented program or an enhancement of the existing !
Moderate Intervention (MOD) involves: 
1. Additions to the existing tram stop and/or surrounding spaces that involve structural consideration 
2. Involves a moderate increase in floor area 
3. 2 or more new and interdependent public-oriented programs !
Extensive Intervention (EXT) involves: 
1. Major additions to existing tram stops and/or surrounding spaces. 
2. Significant increase in the floor area 
3. Multiple new commercial, retail and public-oriented programs co-existing synergistically !
New programs for the extensions must complement and amplify the concept of THE NEXUS OF ART, AGENCY AND 
SOCIETY.

Retrieved from Google Earth

The Tram Stops !
The existing tram stops are strong iconic elements in the 
city. Besides their simplicity, elegance and modular 
nature, the stations are also memory anchors in a fast 
changing urban landscape. Instead of removing them, 
the proposal will retain the form and color of the existing 
stops. A design guideline that informs future designers 
how to design new structures co-existing with the tram 
stations is envisaged. A Public Design Bureau consisting 
of residents, artists, design professionals and public 
officials is to be set up to oversee and assess the design 
submissions.



SCENARIO 1 (MINIMAL INTERVENTION )!
KANSALLISMUSEO STOP AS A PUBLICLY CURATED EXHIBITION SPACE (ROUTE 4)

The Kansallismuseo stop is located on Route 4. It is right 
opposite the National Museum of Finland and is near to 
Aalto’s Finlandia Hall. In order to involve more public 
participation in the programming of public art events, the 
tram stop is re-designed as a temporary exhibition space 
presenting art works housed in the specially designed 
showcases. Each month, a local resident or a group of 
residents will work with an artist, art student, a museum 
curator or a private gallery owner to co-create the 
exhibition. The works will be displayed for a period of time 
and a subsequent exhibition by a different artist-resident 
team will be mounted. !
Although the idea presented here is situated in the 
Kansallismuseo stop, it does not mean other tram stops 
cannot become a publicly curated exhibition space. In 
fact, the goal is to progressively disseminate the concept 
across different tram stops. 
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Curating and exhibiting locally made art along the tram stops
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Interactive art projects that solicit responses from commuters



SCENARIO 2 (MINIMAL INTERVENTION)!
TRAM STOPS FOR LOST AND FOUND ITEMS (ROUTES 4 & 6)

In a 2013 wallet drop test conducted by Reader’s Digest, 
Helsinki came out top. 11 out of 12 wallets were returned. The 
test was conducted in 16 major cities from around the world 
and the wallet contains commonly found items. To build upon 
this positive character of the Finnish people, the tram stops are 
re-imagined as places where residents can put a lost item, take 
a picture and send it to an online site together with the code for 
the station. Those who have lost items can search the  online 
database to retrieve them. 
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Retrieved from http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/the-most-honest-
cities-in-the-world-8839046.html
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Dedicated temporary storage space for the found items
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SCENARIO 3 (MINIMAL INTERVENTION)!
KAISANIEMI STOP AS A MICRO GIVE AND TAKE LIBRARY (ROUTE 6)

The Kaisaniemi stop is located in the heart of the Design 
District. It is near to the University of Helsinki and the 
National Library of Finland. A micro Give and Take Library 
is proposed to build upon the synergy among the 
different existing uses around the neighborhood. The 
micro Give and Take Library allows a resident, whether a 
student or someone who wishes to give away a book, to 
deposit it on the shelf. If a commuter wishes to take away 
a book, she will have to give one in return. The long term 
sustenance of the Give and Take Library will depend on 
the generosity and trust of the Helsinki residents. 
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Material Flow
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Brightly colored storage cases houses the given books waiting to be taken



SCENARIO 4 (MODERATE INTERVENTION)!
KYLÄSAARENKATU STOP AS A POLLINATOR STATION AND BIRDHOUSE (ROUTE 6)

The Kyläsaarenkatu Tram Stop lies along Route 6 
(Design and Culinary) and also serves trams routes 6T 
and 8. The stop is surrounded by lush greenery, with 
the Kumpulan Kasvitieteellinen Puutarha on the north-
west and several small parks, such as the 
Kumtähdenkenttä on the north-eastern side of the 
tram stop. !
The site makes it an ideal location to thickened the 
existing mono use of the tram stop to include a 
birdhouse and a pollinator station. The two new 
programs are introduced to help sustain a healthy 
presence of pollinators in the city and cultivate a 
biophilic consciousness among the urban dwellers.
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The web of relations between natural and mobility systems
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Pollinator Station and Birdhouses co-existing with tram stop and the surrounding urbanscape
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SCENARIO 5 (MODERATE INTERVENTION)!
MERISOTILAANTORI STOP AS A SOCIAL SPACE (ROUTE 4)

The Merisotilaantori Stop is nestled among a number 
of residential blocks on the eastern part of Helsinki. It 
is also the terminal stop for tram route 4. The proposal 
is a multi-purpose tram stop that also functions as a 
social space. There is no pre-programmed use for this 
space and any residents can propose or book the 
space for their own or collective use. Geothermal 
energy can be harnessed to heat and light the space 
during the long winter months.
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The free social space engenders spontaneous and bottom-up initiatives in local programming
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Visibility is important to provide a sense of security and visual connectivity between the inside and outside. 
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SCENARIO 6 (EXTENSIVE INTERVENTION)!
LASIPALATSI MULTI-MODAL STATION AS A PUBLIC VESSEL (ROUTE 4)

Lasipalatsi Tram Stops lie along Route 4 (Architecture) 
and also serve trams routes 4T, 7A, 7B and 10. The 
stops are within walking distance of several major 
buildings in downtown Helsinki. To the southern end of 
the stops are 2 Metro station entrances. Fronting both 
sides of the stops are commercial and retail activities. 
The stop along Mannerheimintie Street has a generous 
frontage that allows the co-existence of several 
activities. The Forum located on the N-W corner of 
Mannerheimintie Street allows large groups of people to 
gather for public events. !
The site is therefore ideal for a multi-modal station that 
will house a diverse range of social, cultural and 
commercial programs.
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Tool Share & Makers Club

Second Level Ground Level 

Stage

Residents’ Free 
Trade Organization

Give and Take Library

SCENARIO 5 (EXTENSIVE INTERVENTION)!
LASIPALATSI MULTI-MODAL STATION AS A PUBLIC VESSEL (ROUTE 4)

Food Bank
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Tool Share and Makers Club promotes the sharing of tools for repair of household items. Members also help residents with repair needs and conduct classes. !
Food Bank is a food repository and distribution center for residents who are hungry !
The Start Over Club helps individuals with a range of needs in order to start over their lives, whether after the loss of a job, starting afresh in a new country or after a period of incarceration. !
The Give and Take Library is a public institution that facilitates the giving and taking of books by the residents. Anyone can come browse and take a book home as long as a book is given to the library. !
The Resident’s Free Trade Organization is a non-profit organization that manages the Free Trade Zone and the Give and Take Library. !
The Free Trade Zone underneath the new Multi-Modal Station offers a sheltered, safe and convenient zone for both planned and serendipitous free trading of used goods, services and advice. The FTD is 
managed by the not-for-profit Residents’ Free Trade Organization and works with the Memory Bank. !
The Memory Bank provides advice and service to residents who wish to remember or to forget. !
The Stage fronts the Forum and serves as a place for public performances and rallies
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Trading goods, services and advice. Free Trade Zone is heated in winter to allow activities to continue



Brings the 
artifact  to the 

Memory 
Deposit 

Station and 
pays for!

the service 
via credit, 

debit card or!
by mobile 
payment

!
artifact is!
picked up !
from home!

HELSINKI POLYBRIDS: THE NEXUS OF ART, AGENCY AND SOCIETY

Mementos

A tourist couple 
wish to deposit 

and send a  
memorable 

experience into 
the future

Couple receive 
the memory at 
the future date 

in their  
home country

PhotosPostcards

A memory 
giver 

wishes to  
send his  

artifact into 
the future

Letters

Postcards Photos

Voice  
recordings

MEMORY!
DEPOSIT!
STATION

DEPOSIT ERASE

Artifact is delivered to the!
Memory Bank

UNDERGROUND!
STORAGE 
FACILITY

Artifact is re-packed if needed and !
stored in a temperature-controlled !

environment

A memory 
receiver 
collects  

the artifact at 
the future date

If the artifact cannot be delivered. It will be kept for half a year. After 
that, it will be sent to the Erasure Facility for erasure or be given to the 

Residents’ Free Trade Organization.

MUSEUM

Pays the 
Memory 
Collector 
when the 
artifact is 

picked up via 
credit, debit 

card or!
by mobile 
payment

MEMORY!
COLLECTOR

MEMORY BANK (DEPOSIT)!
Relationship between social, tourism and mobility systems

Material Flow

Money Flow

Artifacts

Or

The memory can be deposited in the museum for an agreed period of time if 
the museum finds the artifact relevant to their curating mission and the 
depositor agrees. The museum will pay a small fee to the depositor that off-
sets the charges for depositing the artifact in the Memory Bank
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Memory bank Deposit and Erasure Station
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The Stage supports a range of public activities from rallies to concerts
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Start-Over space helps individuals to network and find new opportunities to start over in life
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Street level view of the new multi-modal station
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Distribution of Polybrids along tram routes 4 and 6


