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THE TASK

Our entry aims at presenting a Road Map, a strategy for future decisions. This strategy 
should be based on the cultural values of the place and on its potential for both citizens and 
visitors. It should include visions how to make tangible and manifest the past, the present 
and the future of the South Harbor as the heart of Helsinki and of  Helsinki as the Capital of 
Finland.

This requires a clear picture of what the South Harbor in the Helsinki context really repre-
sents, what it is and ”what it wants to be”. 

We have visualized the very different characters of the two major points of gravity in the 
urban structure of Helsinki (“The two faces of Helsinki”). The image of Helsinki offered to 
foreigners is dominated by the Market Square and the panorama of the South Harbor. The 
notions “the White City of the North” and “the Daughter of Baltic” are proof of this.

The South Harbor is dominated by the two cathedrals, the Lutheran and the Orthodox. In a 
nutshell they inform the visitor about the historical and cultural background and of the ge-
opolitical situation of Finland. There is probably no other capital in the world that through 
architectural means can offer such a convincing message in its very heart - Finland at the 
crossroad between East and West. Consequently the strategy for the South Harbor should 
underline its extrovert character and emphasize its features of international interaction 
in culture and politics.

The entry focuses on the western and eastern sides of the harbor. The Market Place certainly 
is important but should only be subject to measures of small scale related to practical prob-
lems and “esthetic mishaps” of today. 

The two faces of Helsinki Scale 1:2000
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INTERACTIONS

Action groups,
axonometry

Perspective to the main 
square of “URBS”

MEETINGS
FESTIVALS
EXHIBITIONS
CONCERTS

WINE BAR
RESTAURANT
CAFÉ & SHOPS

STUDIOS
ART-GALLERIES
ACTION GROUNDS
WORKSHOPS
MEETINGS
COMMERICIAL SERVICES ETC.

WEST HARBOR AREA

The heavy traffic (trucks and containers) to and from the Sweden-ferries is a 
major problem. The entries in the “Kirjava Satama” competition show the conse-
quences of this truly absurd situation. In a rapidly changing world these proposed 
concrete decks might be useless in 20 years. We expect that the City of Helsinki in 
a near future will give the shipping companies a dead-line for this traffic. Due to 
this situation we recommend only temporary (or quasi-temporary) solutions for 
the western part of the harbor.

We propose that the area reserved for the Guggenheim competition should be 
developed as a Centre for Urban Culture “URBS” with various activities partly 
initiated by citizens and partly by institutions. The existing “Makasiini-building” 
is restored in a light manner and divided into several large spaces for temporary 
activities, festivals, exhibitions, concerts and so forth. These activities are mainly 
future oriented. A heavier restoration - if carried out - would allow institutions 
like the Museum of Architecture to establish themselves there. To the North from 
this building we propose a “Citizens Pavilion”, a light- weight wooden prefab con-
struction easily divided into rentable spaces of varying sizes. Studios, workshops, 
art-galleries, meeting rooms mixed with different types of commercial services fill 
the building. Cultural foundations could rent spaces and give them as scholarships 
to young artists. A decisive factor would be a reasonable rent. A more permanent 
building with cafes, restaurants and a wine bar is proposed between the Makasiini 
and the pavilion.

“URBS” facade to the sea

Section through restored “Makasiini-building”



INTERACTIONS

Apartment building, principal siteplan

As an illustration of this idea we suggest an 
exciting “CLUSTER”:

1. A museum emphasizing the cultural inter-
actions on the axis Stockholm-Turku-Helsin-
ki-St Petersburg.

2. An exhibition presenting the history of 
South Harbor. It shows the factors behind 
the changes of the South Harbor panorama 
during 300 years and the trade-interaction 
between Helsinki and the rest of Europe. 
A reconstruction (or model) of the ship 
Wrouw Maria with items found in the wreck 
could be included in the exhibition.

3. An exhibition showing the internationally 
unique Nordenskiöld collection of old maps 
(registered by Unesco in Memory of the 
World) and the Nordenskiöld´s Vega-expedi-
tion, the first voyage around the Euro-Asian 
continent. The map collection is owned by  
the Helsinki University.

For visitors from the cruise liners with only 
a limited amount of time to spend in Hel-
sinki  the “CLUSTER” could become central, 
providing them with the information neces-
sary for the understanding of “where they 
are”. After a  visit in the “CLUSTER” they 
could take the shuttle-boat across to “URBS”. 

The museum-cluster (approx. 3000 m2) is 
the nucleus for an expanding agglomeration 
of spaces dedicated to cultural interaction.

Perspective along the pier

Apartment building, 
aerial perspective

Louis Belanger, Helsinki seen from south. Etching (1798).

The Empress Katarina the Great meets in 1783 with 
her cousin the Swedish King Gustav III in Finland.

The Second Borgian map by Diego Ribedo (Seville 1529).

EAST HARBOR AREA

Katajanokka is primarily a housing area. For activities re-
lated to a City Centre the East harbor area is too far away 
although some such activities have been placed in the old 
harbor buildings. This however is due to preservation pol-
icies. 

We propose apartment buildings along the pier with com-
mercial and public services on the ground floor. The solu-
tion should support public use of the area by creating a 
stimulating environment taking the limitations caused by 
the climate and the marine site into account.

The northern end of the eastern pier is a very important 
area. From this point there is a simultaneous view towards 
the Lutheran and Orthodox cathedrals. Here we propose 
a cluster of small museums/exhibitions with an extrovert 
character. A common theme is international interaction. 



	  
	  
“INTERACTIONS”	  
	  
	  
THE	  TASK	  
Our	  entry	  aims	  at	  presenting	  a	  Road	  Map,	  a	  strategy	  for	  future	  decisions.	  This	  strategy	  should	  be	  
based	  on	  the	  cultural	  values	  of	  the	  place	  and	  on	  its	  potential	  for	  both	  citizens	  and	  visitors.	  It	  
should	  include	  visions	  how	  to	  make	  tangible	  and	  manifest	  the	  past,	  the	  present	  and	  the	  future	  of	  
the	  South	  Harbor	  as	  the	  heart	  of	  Helsinki	  and	  of	  	  Helsinki	  as	  the	  Capital	  of	  Finland.	  
	  
This	  requires	  a	  clear	  picture	  of	  what	  the	  South	  Harbor	  in	  the	  Helsinki	  context	  really	  represents,	  
what	  it	  is	  and	  ”what	  it	  wants	  to	  be”.	  	  
	  
We	  have	  visualized	  the	  very	  different	  characters	  of	  the	  two	  major	  points	  of	  gravity	  in	  the	  urban	  
structure	  of	  Helsinki	  (“The	  two	  faces	  of	  Helsinki”).	  The	  image	  of	  Helsinki	  offered	  to	  foreigners	  is	  
dominated	  by	  the	  Market	  Square	  and	  the	  panorama	  of	  the	  South	  Harbor.	  The	  notions	  “the	  White	  
City	  of	  the	  North”	  and	  “the	  Daughter	  of	  Baltic”	  are	  proof	  of	  this.	  
	  
The	  South	  Harbor	  is	  dominated	  by	  the	  two	  cathedrals,	  the	  Lutheran	  and	  the	  Orthodox.	  In	  a	  
nutshell	  they	  inform	  the	  visitor	  about	  the	  historical	  and	  cultural	  background	  and	  of	  the	  
geopolitical	  situation	  of	  Finland.	  There	  is	  probably	  no	  other	  capital	  in	  the	  world	  that	  through	  
architectural	  means	  can	  offer	  such	  a	  convincing	  message	  in	  its	  very	  heart	  -‐	  Finland	  at	  the	  
crossroad	  between	  East	  and	  West.	  Consequently	  the	  strategy	  for	  the	  South	  Harbor	  should	  
underline	  its	  extrovert	  character	  and	  emphasize	  its	  features	  of	  international	  interaction	  in	  
culture	  and	  politics.	  
	  
The	  entry	  focuses	  on	  the	  western	  and	  eastern	  sides	  of	  the	  harbor.	  The	  Market	  Place	  certainly	  is	  
important	  but	  should	  only	  be	  subject	  to	  measures	  of	  small	  scale	  related	  to	  practical	  problems	  and	  
“esthetic	  mishaps”	  of	  today.	  	  
	  
WEST	  HARBOR	  AREA	  
The	  heavy	  traffic	  (trucks	  and	  containers)	  to	  and	  from	  the	  Sweden-‐ferries	  is	  a	  major	  problem.	  The	  
entries	  in	  the	  “Kirjava	  Satama”	  competition	  show	  the	  consequences	  of	  this	  truly	  absurd	  situation.	  
In	  a	  rapidly	  changing	  world	  these	  proposed	  concrete	  decks	  might	  be	  useless	  in	  20	  years.	  We	  
expect	  that	  the	  City	  of	  Helsinki	  in	  a	  near	  future	  will	  give	  the	  shipping	  companies	  a	  dead-‐line	  for	  
this	  traffic.	  Due	  to	  this	  situation	  we	  recommend	  only	  temporary	  (or	  quasi-‐temporary)	  solutions	  
for	  the	  western	  part	  of	  the	  harbor.	  
	  
We	  propose	  that	  the	  area	  reserved	  for	  the	  Guggenheim	  competition	  should	  be	  developed	  as	  a	  
Centre	  for	  Urban	  Culture	  “URBS”	  with	  various	  activities	  partly	  initiated	  by	  citizens	  and	  partly	  by	  
institutions.	  The	  existing	  “Makasiini-‐building”	  is	  restored	  in	  a	  light	  manner	  and	  divided	  into	  
several	  large	  spaces	  for	  temporary	  activities,	  festivals,	  exhibitions,	  concerts	  and	  so	  forth.	  These	  
activities	  are	  mainly	  future	  oriented.	  A	  heavier	  restoration	  -‐	  if	  carried	  out	  -‐	  would	  allow	  
institutions	  like	  the	  Museum	  of	  Architecture	  to	  establish	  themselves	  there.	  To	  the	  North	  from	  this	  



building	  we	  propose	  a	  “Citizens	  Pavilion”,	  a	  light-‐	  weight	  wooden	  prefab	  construction	  easily	  
divided	  into	  rentable	  spaces	  of	  varying	  sizes.	  Studios,	  workshops,	  art-‐galleries,	  meeting	  rooms	  
mixed	  with	  different	  types	  of	  commercial	  services	  fill	  the	  building.	  Cultural	  foundations	  could	  
rent	  spaces	  and	  give	  them	  as	  scholarships	  to	  young	  artists.	  A	  decisive	  factor	  would	  be	  a	  
reasonable	  rent.	  A	  more	  permanent	  building	  with	  cafes,	  restaurants	  and	  a	  wine	  bar	  is	  proposed	  
between	  the	  Makasiini	  and	  the	  pavilion.	  
	  
EAST	  HARBOR	  AREA	  
Katajanokka	  is	  primarily	  a	  housing	  area.	  For	  activities	  related	  to	  a	  City	  Centre	  the	  harbor	  area	  is	  
too	  far	  away	  although	  some	  such	  activities	  have	  been	  placed	  in	  the	  old	  harbor	  buildings.	  This	  
however	  is	  due	  to	  preservation	  policies.	  	  
	  
We	  propose	  apartment	  buildings	  along	  the	  pier	  with	  commercial	  and	  public	  services	  on	  the	  
ground	  floor.	  The	  solution	  should	  support	  public	  use	  of	  the	  area	  by	  creating	  a	  stimulating	  
environment	  taking	  the	  limitations	  caused	  by	  the	  climate	  and	  the	  marine	  site	  into	  account.	  
	  
The	  northern	  end	  of	  the	  eastern	  pier	  is	  a	  very	  important	  area.	  From	  this	  point	  there	  is	  a	  
simultaneous	  view	  towards	  the	  Lutheran	  and	  Orthodox	  cathedrals.	  Here	  we	  propose	  a	  cluster	  of	  
small	  museums/exhibitions	  with	  an	  extrovert	  character.	  A	  common	  theme	  is	  international	  
interaction.	  	  
	  
As	  an	  illustration	  of	  this	  idea	  we	  suggest	  an	  exciting	  “CLUSTER”:	  
1.	  A	  museum	  emphasizing	  the	  cultural	  interactions	  on	  the	  axis	  Stockholm-‐Turku-‐Helsinki-‐St	  
Petersburg.	  
2.	  An	  exhibition	  presenting	  the	  history	  of	  South	  Harbor.	  It	  shows	  the	  factors	  behind	  the	  changes	  
of	  the	  South	  Harbor	  panorama	  during	  300	  years	  and	  the	  trade-‐interaction	  between	  Helsinki	  and	  
the	  rest	  of	  Europe.	  A	  reconstruction	  (or	  model)	  of	  the	  ship	  Wrouw	  Maria	  with	  items	  found	  in	  the	  
wreck	  could	  be	  included	  in	  the	  exhibition.	  
3.	  An	  exhibition	  showing	  the	  internationally	  unique	  Nordenskiöld	  collection	  of	  old	  maps	  
(registered	  by	  Unesco	  in	  Memory	  of	  the	  World)	  and	  the	  Nordenskiöld´s	  Vega-‐expedition,	  the	  first	  
voyage	  around	  the	  Euro-‐Asian	  continent.	  The	  map	  collection	  is	  owned	  by	  	  the	  Helsinki	  University.	  
	  
For	  visitors	  from	  the	  cruise	  liners	  with	  only	  a	  limited	  amount	  of	  time	  to	  spend	  in	  Helsinki	  	  the	  
“CLUSTER”	  could	  become	  central,	  providing	  them	  with	  the	  information	  necessary	  for	  the	  
understanding	  of	  “where	  they	  are”.	  After	  a	  	  visit	  in	  the	  “CLUSTER”	  they	  could	  take	  the	  shuttle-‐
boat	  across	  to	  “URBS”.	  	  
	  
The	  museum-‐cluster	  (approx.	  3000	  m2)	  is	  the	  nucleus	  for	  an	  expanding	  agglomeration	  of	  spaces	  
dedicated	  to	  cultural	  interaction.	  
	  
	  
	  


