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13 MUSEUMS
 for 13  (or more)
      FINNS

01
PUURE: A MUSEUM FOR KARI VIRTANEN

02
MUSIC STATION HELSINKI: A MUSEUM FOR KAIJA SAARIAHO

03
SEASONAL SOUND ARCHIVE: A MUSEUM FOR JEAN SIBELIUS

04
LINNUNRATA: A MUSEUM FOR MAGNUS VON WRIGHT

05
SALI TANSSI: A MUSEUM FOR MARIA GRIPENBERG

09 INTELLECTUAL PLAYSPACE: A MUSEUM FOR SPEDE PASANEN 10 ANOMALY: A MUSEUM FOR JUKKA JERNVALL

06
INPUT/OUTPUT: A MUSEUM FOR SASU LAUKKONEN

07
VEISTOSPUISTO: A MUSEUM FOR SANNA ANNUKA

08
DISCORDANT: A MUSEUM FOR AXEL ANTAS

11
PUHDISTAA: A MUSEUM FOR JUHANI PALLASMAA

12
EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA

13
CITY-POEM: A MUSEUM FOR PETER VON BAGH

*

13 MUSEUMS for 13 (or more) FINNS addresses the current debate of the 
proposed Guggenheim Helsinki by aiming to expand the definition of the “museum” 
typology to better reflect the heterogeneous nature of the city of Helsinki. It does so 
by linking past or current narratives (of well-known or emerging figures important to 
Finnish culture) to the dynamics of everyday life. Each of the 13 proposals 
(individually designed and submitted) serve to collectively present a series of 
alternatives to a museum for the city. Each share a common location on the site but 
evolve based on unique approaches derived from ideas translated from a character-
ization of a studied Finnish figure and his or her contribution to society at-large. The 
famous (or not) Finn is juxtaposed with an aspect of contemporary urban life (such as 
recreation, transportation, creative culture, education, etc.) in Helsinki that manifests 
into diverse activities and uses on the South Harbor site. The designs conceptually 
link the dichotomous relationship that exists between a museum’s role in preserving 
a city’s heritage (and its beloved cultural contributors) and actively shaping its present 
and future urban context and experiences. 
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UNDERGROUND SUBWAY LINE

ABOVE GROUND SUBWAY LINE

PROJECT IN PLAN

PROJECT BOUNDARY

MUSIC STATION HELSINKI, a public space com-
posed for Kaija Saariaho, combines a recording 
studio with a public transportation hub to create a 
more efficient, dynamic, and attractive metro station. 
Kaija Saariaho is a Helsinki-born composer currently 
living and working out of Paris. The concept for this 
project comes from Saariaho’s music, specifically 
her opera Adriana Mater and a quote about this 
piece; she described the music and the lyrics work-
ing together as “two hearts beating in the same 
chest”. Music Station Helsinki evolves out of these 
words, spatially merging spaces for sound and trans-
port within a shared architectural envelope.

The city of Helsinki has the world’s northern-most 
subway line running underneath it. Helsinki Metro 
(HKL) currently only consists of 17 stations that 
spread over a span of 21.1 km. However, the 
proposed lines for this subway system indicate the 
promise of exponential expansion. This project not 
only assumes completion of one of those proposed 
lines but also adds another subway connection, from 
the main train station of Helsinki to the project site, a 
distance of 1.2 km. Recognizing the importance of 
the project site at Helsinki’s South Harbor and by 
providing a hub for public transport, Music Station 
Helsinki becomes a gateway between the city’s 
edge, its central district, and the rest of the world. 

The design of the station is situated at the intersec-
tion of the two subway lines and extends towards the 
waterfront to define a space for public performances 
and private recording studios. The professional 
recordings developed in the studios are leaked into 
the space of the subway station, allowing those 
waiting for their train to “eavesdrop” on the latest 
development of local music. In addition, micro-
phones installed at strategic locations record all 
sounds in the station. These samplings of everyday 
sounds, lacking a recognizable melody or lyric, are 
amplified through the architecture in specific areas of 
the station, such as the entries and exits, linking the 
auditory to wayfinding. The variety of songs and 
sounds experienced at Music Station Helsinki 
honors Kaija Saariaho’s musical style, which is a 
combination of classical and technological sounds, 
mixing genres as a means of innovation. Within the 
architecture, live performance, professional record-
ings, and everyday sounds shape unique spaces 
and capture the collectivity of an urban transport hub 
as a place for exchange and transition. Music Station 
Helsinki is an alternative museum of sound that 
transforms a subway station, a place of temporary 
pause, into a celebration of sonic experience.

^ SITE PLAN
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AFTER

AERIAL VIEW WITH FOOTPRINT UNDERGROUND SUBWAY LINE ABOVE GROUND SUBWAY LINE PROPOSED PUBLIC SPACE AREA

EXPAND SHAPE FROM PLAN ADD BUILDING SKIN DESIGN OF PLATFORM OVERHANG EXPAND SHAPE
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ADD IN UPPER PLATFORM ABOVE GROUND VOLUME

SUBWAY LINE ACCOMMODATION PROPOSED SPACE

ACCOMMODATE UNDERGROUND LINE

PLAN

COMPLETE VOLUME
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