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THE NEXT HELSINKI
- From the city to the sea -
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«Less than 700km away from the Arctic Circle, shines one of the northernmost European capitals. The well-named Daughter of the 
Baltic sea, at once an archipelago and a peninsula, is marked by the sea which gave it birth.»
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Helsinki has been built in a landscape of earth and water, on an 
excrescence of land facing the sea, surrounded by inhabited or 
wild islands and islets. From the highest vantage points to coastal 
paths which go round the peninsula, water is omnipresent. 
This apparent boundary is an invitation to walk around the city, 
sometimes down to the harbour, where, paradoxically, that 
reclaimed land distorts the relationship established with the 
water and breaks the stroll. Thus, ferry terminals, parkings lots 
and other fenced-off areas drive man away from the coast.

However, the frontier between land and water, between solid 
and liquid, obvious during the summer months, tends to 

dissolve when the polar winter comes. Then, water crystallises, 
shrouded in a layer of ice as hard as the earth itself, with snow 
levelling everything. The so-far divided archipelago becomes 
harmonised, and only icebreakers manage to remind one of the 
presence of the water. These lands, isolated most of the time, 
are thus sometimes unified : temporality physically transforms 
the territory of Helsinki.

The Eteläsatama South Harbour, a space between land and 
water, appears as a void... A precious void at the heart of Helsinki 
which emphasises this unique scenery opening on the sea, as 
a horizon to get to.

1 - The Map and the Territory : singularities
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Urban fabric
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Pavement patterns
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Interface
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Mobility
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Singular landscapes
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Different skylines
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Temporality



- 13 -

Seasons
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Helsinki is a city of art. Indeed, with its numerous art galleries, 
its museum of modern art and its historical institutions, Helsinki 
has no cause to be envious of any other European capital. That 
wealth of places devoted to art and culture could shortly be 
further increased down to the very limits of the city, with the 
creation of a Guggenheim museum on the South Harbour, that 
is to say, on the very interface between land and water.
That “object” would then be a fixed space, a motionless shell, 
settled in the dynamic and ever-changing environment of the 
South Harbour, which is always evolving from one season to 
the next. Whatever the rhythm of the harbour, be it alive in the 
summer or asleep in winter, the museum would remain the 
same, leading to an obvious homorythmic situation in the South 
Harbour.

Could art not rather be a triggering factor for a new relationship 
between the city and its natural environment, so close by, with 
its singular scenery ? So, why not use these wide maritime, 

urban and wild spaces as the setting of our project for the Next 
Helsinki? This would open the possibility of connecting art to the 
city. As if art was offering itself to passers-by, while simultaneously 
being kept at a distance, as if drifting off the Eteläsatama bay, 
isolated, exclusive and ephemeral like a jewel which is to be 
earned, and is revealed only after an unusual journey - on a 
boat in the summer or after a walk on the frozen sea during 
the winter. Art sometimes accessible, sometimes inaccessible, 
visible at times, invisible at other times...

The project, devised as floating devices, made possible by 
the omnipresence of the water, places mobility at its heart, 
thus taking part in the dynamics of the site, in harmony with 
its temporalities and environment. It is to be understood as a 
catalyst between art and the surrounding landscape, capable 
of generating a new kind of urbanity, and drawing the harbour - 
and thus the city itself - beyond its physical limits.

2 - From art to the project : Floating Platforms
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A Guggenheim museum ?
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Won’t a fixed object on the south harbour lead to a risk of a homorythmic situation in this lively area ?
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Exhibitions follow on another, while the art gallery doesn’t change.
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How to approach art differently ?



- 20 -

Art could become mobile ...
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... and could move around the city.



- 22 -

This travelling art would thus genuinely inhabit those singular landscapes ...



- 23 -

... sometimes wild, urban or industrial.
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Starting from a strict urbanity, from a clearly-defined grid, the 
project draws on the interface of the harbour a city-print that 
blurs with the water. Playing with the city’s history, its ground, its 
textures, as an obviousness of the intention : indeed, everything 
stems from the land, from the roots. Recreating a continuity 
between the city and the sea, so as to reinforce the space of the 
project, and taking as much advantage as possible of the great 
potential of this site which links land and water. Then, playing with 
the idea that this new city will be fully flexible and singular, setting 
up a continuous ground, but a ground which can disintegrate, 
to be re-formed somewhere else and/or to be re-assembled at 
a later stage, according to a similar or to a completely different 
scheme. The dissolution of the city is staged in the scenic space 
of the Eteläsatama South Harbour.
 
The elements of this dissolution process, like floating barges, 
are able to instil singularity to this otherwise rather strict urbanity. 
The whole strength of the project lies in these travelling elements, 
which are able to berth and later leave the quay, like moving 
beings or detached parts of the city :   
- either in the continuity of the mainland, a prolongation of the 

city over the water, offering new, multiple possibilities : as piers, 
indentations,...
- or as miscible elements, which can drift away on the water - 
like an iceberg ripping off a scattering ice floe - and crystallise 
somewhere else, making up another city, like an enlarged 
Helsinki, which in turn can further multiply.
In their various possible associations and as autonomous 
elements, these barges can be the generic supports of various 
activities, both inspired by and vectors of the harbour’s dynamics.

While following the season cycle and temporality, the project 
lives and evolves differently. So, one has to have in mind the 
idea of emptiness, boredom, dusk during the winter months, 
and conversely of exuberance, joy, of twenty-hour-long days in 
the summer... The city changes states, and can so to speak 
be stored away, then freed, according to needs and weather 
forecast, becoming sometimes a solid city, sometimes a fluid 
city.

From the city, to the harbour, to art, to the sea ...
From the city to the sea ...

3 - From the Elementary Particles to the Possibility of an Island
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Miscibility - mobility - synthesis.



- 27 -

From the interface to the artificial isle.
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Dissolution process.
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Headquarters (experts and artists College)

Technical center Gathered barges

Barges connected to the city
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Pictures of the urban scale model.
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Pictures of the urban scale model.
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Master plan.
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General axonometry.
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Ground floor plan and zooms.

Blood donation underneath, open-air theatre on the top  

Restaurant and terrace barge
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Longitudinal section.
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Pictures of the scale model.
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The port is an interface activated by the barges docked there. Here is an option.
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Master plan.
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General axonometry.
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Ground floor and first floor plans.
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Longitudinal and transverse sections
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Pictures of the scale model.
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After a boat trip, the temporary museum reveals itself.
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An aggregate of city parts forms this ephemeral island, with a public square extracted from the city and opening onto the landscape.
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In the temporary art gallery the inner space is continued outside, with the city skyline in the background.
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In winter time, you may see an isolated art gallery, caught in the ice in the middle of the solidified 
vastness, like a mirage, a frozen part of the city.
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Here is a link to the stop-motion we made to illustrate the 
dissolution process and the dynamic of the project :

http://youtu.be/ucicvVpapJQ

Please watch it in full HD (1080p).

fromthecitytothesea.hki@gmail.com




