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Exhibits ‘E’: The contribution of each participating museum.
.
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E1
Portraits of Unknown Children
From the: Finnish Museum of Photography, Helsinki

A toddler in her white dress stands still on a wooden chair, holding the armchair steady
with her left hand and looking straight ahead. Her mother whispering to her from a
distance: ‘hold it there baby, just one second more’, the girl looks like holding her
breath until the photographer is ready.
This is one of the exhibits of a series of visiting cards from the 19th century Helsinki. The
curators from the Finnish Museum of Photography note: ‘A photograph was a unique
memento. People collected and exchanged visiting cards with their circle of
acquaintances, giving rise to family-album culture. The name of the person in the
picture is sometimes written on the card, but most of the people appearing in these
visiting cards are unidentified’
The box of the Finnish Museum of Photography at the 2016 MUUSA summer festival
has four walls full of photographs of unknown children like this one, by Atelier Apollo
(1905-10, Helsinki)
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E2
The Birds Series
Glass birds for Littala by Oiva Toikka
From the: Design Museum, Helsinki

Twenty glass birds, red, with colourful tails and black beaks, at various sizes, stand on
the floor of the box, together with other glass and ceramic birds of various sizes and
colours. Oiva Toikka the Finnish designer, ceramist and glass artist will be at the
MUUSA festival for the whole week running a workshop for children about techniques
of glass blowing and sculpturing.
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E3
Children Playing in the Yard
Ebenezer Foundation, 1919-1921, Helsinki
From the: Kindergarten Museum, Helsinki
The Ebeneser Foundation, established by Hanna Rothman and Elisabeth Alander,
engages in the research about early childhood and kindergarten education in Finland.
At this year’s MUUSA festival the Foundation has chosen to show archive material from
the early life of the institute from 1919 to 1921.
Adjunct Professor Inkeri Ruokonen, Director of the Institute, curates an open-source
archive, which invites a playful engagement of visitors with the research work of the
Foundation.
The Foundation invites visits from Helsinki kindergartens at the MUUSA festival, where
a series of events about preschool education is organised.
Open daily 10,00-17,00
Reservations for organised visits necessary
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E4
Submarine Vesikko
Submarine Vesikko in Suomenlinna Sea Fortress
From the: Military Museum, Helsinki

The construction of Submarine Vesikko, also known with the code name CV 707 begun
in 1931 at the Crichton-Vulcan dock in Turku. The submarine served at the Finnish navy
until 1945, when it was disarmed. The submarine was converted into a floating museum
in 1973 and since then it is open to the public.
For the purpose of the MUUSA exhibition, the submarine is transferred to the port of
Helsinki. A theatre workshop that takes place daily from 17,00 until 19,00 at the
submarine engages the visitors, mostly children from 4 till 14 years old, converting them
temporarily into submarine staff in the actual conditions of an underwater mission.

*

14

E5
The Wonderful World of Abstraction
Jakob Dahlgren, 2009. Photo: Finnish National Gallery / Ella Tommila
From the: KIASMA Museum of Contemporary Art

The box at the festival dedicated to KIASMA is full of children strolling, running,
jumping and climbing on Dahlgren’s colourful structures.
KIASMA for this year’s MUUSA festival offered two works of Jacob Dahlgren, the artist
that creates democratic and socially engaging structures.
KIASMA staff is there on weekends organising art workshops and exhibitions with
participating schools and art workshops of Helsinki.
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E6
Once Upon A Time in the Dark
Exhibition on Energy
From the: Museum of Cultures

Curators from the participating Museum of Cultures introduce to contemporary
children the idea of technical innovation as a link between different cultures in the
world. In their catalogue they note:
‘Once Upon A Time in the Dark is a story about energy. The title refers to the stages in
the history of humankind and its energy consumption. For thousands of years people
lived and operated at the pace set by the sun and using energy provided by the sun and
nature. That was until new methods of energy production changed the pace of life and
the concept of time, turning on artificial lights and setting machines rolling. The onset of
the Industrial Revolution in the late 18th century marked a culmination point in the
history of humankind and the Earth. If we were to compare the night view from space,
our planet would look very different today to how it did a hundred let alone a thousand
years ago’
The Museum’s box at the Festival is a dark room lit inside with 100 lights that people
used from the ancient oil lamp to today’s sun powered led light.
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E7
Finnish Schools
Jorma Järvi: Pakila Primary School, Helsinki 1954/MFA
From the: Museum of Finnish Architecture

The Classroom and the School Yard is the child’s universe for a big part of its
childhood. The curators of the MFA plan to reconstruct the school architecture
experiences from past century in a contemporary context. The outcome is an archive
with photographs, architecture plans and objects. The established as well as the
emerging generation of contemporary Finnish Architecture, participate with lectures,
workshops and charettes.
The curators note that:
‘New curricula and teaching practices were introduced in the 1950s. New school types
emerged with the growing need for specially equipped classrooms. One type was based
on a massive central vestibule, with all other facilities arranged satellite-style around it.
Another popular new solution was to integrate classrooms as self-contained pods
around a common social space. The teacher’s podium gradually shrank in size and
eventually disappeared altogether in the 1960s. A richer variety of materials began to
feature in school elevations’
The exhibition includes a replica of a 1950s school class.
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E8
Bryology
Brotherella planissima Broth.
From the: Museum of Natural History

Department of Bryology of the University of Helsinki is one of the most acclaimed in the
world. The exhibition presents parts of the archive of Bryologist Viktor Ferdinand
Brotherus (1849-1929), who was one of the internationally most renowned Finnish
scientists of his time. Moss, which is, among others, the study subject of Bryology can be
considered as one of Finland’s natural treasures.
The exhibition will host native plants from the area of Helsinki, as well as exhibits from
the Museum. Children can study the different types of moss; they can feel them, put them
in order, according to colour, texture and geographical origin
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E9
Pixels and 8-bit Sounds
Gaming Machines from the 1970’s and 80s
From the: Museum of Technology
Children’s play has changed a lot in the last quarter of the 20th century. During that era
technology set the foundations for the future of play.
Museum of Technology fills this year’s box at the MUUSA festival with gaming
machines from the 1980s. The museum’s curators note that:
‘Pixels and 8-bit Sounds is an exhibition full of games and gaming machine nostalgia
from the 1970s and 1980s, with video and computer games for experienced players. The
Angry Birds generation knows few about the old pixels and 8-bit sounds that once
inaugurated the new digital world. Games that implemented technology were part of
even very early communities. Starting from the 1920s when appeard simple forms of
home-made electronic board games to the digital gaming that was introduced in the
1970s and became popular during the 1980s. Digital gaming eventually bcome a part of
the Finnish society as a form of entertainment’

Museum of Technology fills its box at this year’s MUUSA festival with digital gaming consoles
from the 1920s to the 1980s.

*

19

E10
Forest Finns
From the: National Museum of Finland

During the late 1500s and 1600s populations of Finns moved to uninhabited forests in
Sweden and Norway in order to practice
slash-and-burn farming.
According to the curators:
’The exhibition tells the story of the residents of the 'Finn forests' (Finnskogar), the
'forest Finns' (in Swedish: skogsfinnar); why they left and what their life was like in
their new home. In addition to the exhibits, visitors to the exhibition get to experience
the old Finnish language spoken by the forest Finns, their Finnish-style place names
and their beliefs and spiritual traditions.
The exhibition is based on items acquired for the National Museum of Finland by Astrid
Reponen (M.A.) during a vocabulary collection trip in 1932. The objects have not been
exhibited previously’
Within the Museum’s box at the Festival children can find a part of an actual Finnish
forest. They can play, camp, and even start a fire under the old oaks.
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E11
The Adventures of Hagar the Horrible
From the: Päivälehti Museum

With a large archive about printed journalism and many exhibits about traditional
printing techniques, the Museum also hosts many events about chidlren’s journals and
comics, especially in summer months.
This summer the museum’s curators decided to transfer all their activities dedicated to
children to the MUUSA festival. Their exhibition and workshops are dedicated to the
American comic Hagar the Horrible, the 40 years of the shaggy Viking’s adventures
translated in 58 countries.
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E12
Olympic Games
Olympic Brochures 1952

From the: Sport Museum of Finland

At this part of the MUUSA festival visitors will be able to see printed material
advertising the 1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki, the Games where the most world
records were broken until 2008. Children will be able to see the material, hear stories
for the athletes that took part, print their own posters and try their skills in five of the
sports in athletic suits of the time.
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E13
The Moomins
Moomin figures made by Atelier Fauni, Finland 1950's
From the: Suomenlinna Toy Museum

‘Not one adventure in a whole day. Just grey banks and grey banks and grey banks, and
not even an adventure’ said Sniff in the book ‘Comet in Moominland’.
Visitors at Suomelina Toy Museum’s box at this year’s MUUSA festival will have the
chance to explore the stories of the little creatures that keep company to the Finnish and
people all over the world since 1945. Children can find their favourite character of the
Moomins and see how the figure has evolved through a collection of Moomin figures
made by various ateliers in Finland, as well as a real-scale model of the Moominland.
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E14
Theatre Adventure
From the: Theatre Museum

From the curators of the Theatre Museum Helsinki:
‘The Theatre Adventure is primarily aimed at children of 12 or under, even pre-school
age, but it is open to anyone. The guide will invite participants to use their imagination,
tell stories about the forgotten puppets and abandoned props in the Attic, show the
participants how to manage the lights and sound effects, and encourage them to invent
stories and story lines of their own. From the Attic, the group will advance to the
Dressing Room of the Arkadia Theatre, dress up in costumes and step into the limelight.
During the Adventure, participants will invent and act scenes on the stage. Those who
prefer not to act may arrange the lights or special effects, or design costumes. Group
size max. 15 persons’
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E15
Music! Echoes from the Past of a City
From the: Helsinki City Museum

From the curators’ press release:
‘Music! Echoes from the past of a city, an exhibition that features music, song and
dance and that takes you through the diverse sounds of Helsinki’s past and present.
Instead of composers and professional musicians, the main role in this exhibition is
played by ordinary music lovers, listeners and enthusiasts from Helsinki. Join them to
enjoy music ranging from the sounds echoing from the arched ceilings of a chapel and
the silvery sounds of salon music to the booming beats of a basement band.
In this interactive exhibition you can test your taste in music, feel the nerves of taking a
common school singing test, learn a minuet, and take a peek inside the closet of a
Eurovision song contest fan’
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E16
Children Portraits
From the: Ateneum
Eero Järnefelt: Portrait of the Artist's Son, 1897. Ateneum Art Museum, collection:
Antell. Photo: Finnish National Gallery, Central Art Archives / Kari Soinio
From the curators’ press release:
‘Eero Järnefelt was an extremely gifted portrait artist, to the extent that he came to be
regarded as the nation’s official portrait painter. He was an objective and sharp-eyed
observer, but he also had a deep understanding for his models’
Ateneum lends to this year’s MUUSA festival a collection of Eero Järnefelt portraits.
The collection includes many warm and affectionate portraits of his five children, and
other young members of his family. Along with Järnefelt’s original portraits the curators
introduce research material from archives, paintings, films and articles, about the art of
children portraiture and how it has define the image of child through ages.
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