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13 MUSEUMS
 for 13  (or more)
      FINNS

01
PUURE: A MUSEUM FOR KARI VIRTANEN

02
MUSIC STATION HELSINKI: A MUSEUM FOR KAIJA SAARIAHO

03
SEASONAL SOUND ARCHIVE: A MUSEUM FOR JEAN SIBELIUS

04
LINNUNRATA: A MUSEUM FOR MAGNUS VON WRIGHT

05
SALI TANSSI: A MUSEUM FOR MARIA GRIPENBERG

09 INTELLECTUAL PLAYSPACE: A MUSEUM FOR SPEDE PASANEN 10 ANOMALY: A MUSEUM FOR JUKKA JERNVALL

06
INPUT/OUTPUT: A MUSEUM FOR SASU LAUKKONEN

07
VEISTOSPUISTO: A MUSEUM FOR SANNA ANNUKA

08
DISCORDANT: A MUSEUM FOR AXEL ANTAS

11
PUHDISTAA: A MUSEUM FOR JUHANI PALLASMAA

12
EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA

13
CITY-POEM: A MUSEUM FOR PETER VON BAGH

*

13 MUSEUMS for 13 (or more) FINNS addresses the current debate of the 
proposed Guggenheim Helsinki by aiming to expand the definition of the “museum” 
typology to better reflect the heterogeneous nature of the city of Helsinki. It does so 
by linking past or current narratives (of well-known or emerging figures important to 
Finnish culture) to the dynamics of everyday life. Each of the 13 proposals 
(individually designed and submitted) serve to collectively present a series of 
alternatives to a museum for the city. Each share a common location on the site but 
evolve based on unique approaches derived from ideas translated from a character-
ization of a studied Finnish figure and his or her contribution to society at-large. The 
famous (or not) Finn is juxtaposed with an aspect of contemporary urban life (such as 
recreation, transportation, creative culture, education, etc.) in Helsinki that manifests 
into diverse activities and uses on the South Harbor site. The designs conceptually 
link the dichotomous relationship that exists between a museum’s role in preserving 
a city’s heritage (and its beloved cultural contributors) and actively shaping its present 
and future urban context and experiences. 
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“The feeling of being physically and mentally 
clean is something so blissful you want to enjoy 
it in peace as long as you feel like, and people 
respect that” – saunanjalkeinen (post sauna)

Architecture has the potential to “inspire, engage 
and be wholly life enhancing,” according to Finn-
ish architect and theorist Juhani Pallasmaa. 
Pallasmaa believes that so many experience 
spaces exclusively utilizing the sense of sight, 
but what would happen if people started to incor-
porate touch, smell, taste and sound? This 
proposal attempts to take into consideration all of 
these factors and bring them together cohesive-
ly.
Puhdistaa plays off of these principles by work-
ing with the evolved tradition of sauna in Finland. 
To experience the sauna is to bathe, cleanse, 
and recover; to be part of tradition and ritual, for 
relief, remediation, spirituality and calm. Puhdis-
taa is a museum that takes on a new definition, 
as a space dedicated to cleansing, the display is 
sensorial and haptic. 
The architecture has been divided into three 
spaces, each shaped by a unique experience. 
An underground ice bath hugs the earth, charac-
terized by darkness and depth. An elongated 
pool stretches horizontally across the length of 
the architecture, a continuous datum along 
which other spaces are organized, aligned with 
the ground. Steam rooms are lifted up off of this 
ground, elevated and hovering. Each space is 
meant to provide its own experience based on 
temperature, materiality and position, but each 
transitions seamlessly to the next. 
Through this architecture, the tradition of sauna 
in Finland is amplified within the urban context of 
Helsinki. The intimacy of wellness and spirituality 
is not limited to small towns and villages of 
Finland, but becomes a shared, public event that 
allows city-dwellers to take pause from their 
active and fast-paced lifestyles. Along a bustling 
and busy harbor site, Puhdistaa exemplifies 
stillness, interiority and the slowing down of body 
and mind.
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