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13 MUSEUMS
 for 13  (or more)
      FINNS

01
PUURE: A MUSEUM FOR KARI VIRTANEN

02
MUSIC STATION HELSINKI: A MUSEUM FOR KAIJA SAARIAHO

03
SEASONAL SOUND ARCHIVE: A MUSEUM FOR JEAN SIBELIUS

04
LINNUNRATA: A MUSEUM FOR MAGNUS VON WRIGHT

05
SALI TANSSI: A MUSEUM FOR MARIA GRIPENBERG

09 INTELLECTUAL PLAYSPACE: A MUSEUM FOR SPEDE PASANEN 10 ANOMALY: A MUSEUM FOR JUKKA JERNVALL

06
INPUT/OUTPUT: A MUSEUM FOR SASU LAUKKONEN

07
VEISTOSPUISTO: A MUSEUM FOR SANNA ANNUKA

08
DISCORDANT: A MUSEUM FOR AXEL ANTAS

11
PUHDISTAA: A MUSEUM FOR JUHANI PALLASMAA

12
EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA

13
CITY-POEM: A MUSEUM FOR PETER VON BAGH

*

13 MUSEUMS for 13 (or more) FINNS addresses the current debate of the 
proposed Guggenheim Helsinki by aiming to expand the definition of the “museum” 
typology to better reflect the heterogeneous nature of the city of Helsinki. It does so 
by linking past or current narratives (of well-known or emerging figures important to 
Finnish culture) to the dynamics of everyday life. Each of the 13 proposals 
(individually designed and submitted) serve to collectively present a series of 
alternatives to a museum for the city. Each share a common location on the site but 
evolve based on unique approaches derived from ideas translated from a character-
ization of a studied Finnish figure and his or her contribution to society at-large. The 
famous (or not) Finn is juxtaposed with an aspect of contemporary urban life (such as 
recreation, transportation, creative culture, education, etc.) in Helsinki that manifests 
into diverse activities and uses on the South Harbor site. The designs conceptually 
link the dichotomous relationship that exists between a museum’s role in preserving 
a city’s heritage (and its beloved cultural contributors) and actively shaping its present 
and future urban context and experiences. 
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 Sanna Annuka is an up and coming Finnish 
printmaker who creates art from first hand inspira-
tion of Finnish nature. As a child Annuka would visit 
her mother’s home village in Paltaniemi in Northern 
Finland and travel to the Lapland’s to camp and be 
emerged in the wilderness. There she observed the 
diversity of nature, from the salmon in the river to 
the variety of berries in the bushes. She now takes 
those memories and uses them to create magical 
prints that capture this unique ecology. 
 Annuka’s prints merge printmaking and 
nature, which create the conceptual basis for 
Veistospuisto. As the most urbanized location in the 
country, Helsinki stands out among the rest of 
forest-filled Finland. While city-dwellers enjoy the 
experiences of Helsinki’s urban context, many have 
roots and lineage that connects them back to the 
wilderness. Veistospuisto is an alternative museum 
that draws upon the way in which Annuka’s prints 
portray this wilderness through an abstract, 
geometric, colorful and pattern-based visual 
language that does not try to mimic nature but 
rather translate it. This museum takes a similar 
approach by translating nature into a constructed 
form that is an outdoor sculpture park. The spatial 
organization of the park is based off of one of 
Annuka’s prints titled Soul Birds. The park is a 
collection of curved walls that define a sinuous path 
through the park and capture the natural shape of 
Finnish mountains. The walls define spaces of 
seating and rest through a constructed landscape, 
a terraced and undulating ground that exposes the 
strata of the earth through multiple layers of natural 
materials, such as dirt, gravel, and flora.  These 
resting surfaces seem to be carved from the 
ground, much like a printmaker would carve a 
design from a wood block. 
 Helsinki’s South Harbor sits adjacent to an 
existing park and this proposal seeks to both 
extend this exterior public space and provide a 
distinct alternative to the current outdoor recreation-
al opportunities near the site. Instead of creating a 
park for high action activities hosted by the nearby 
park, sculpture park is a space meant for leisurely 
activities. An outdoor museum and park, this is a 
place for the Finnish people to come and relax 
while being able to view sculptures created by 
Finnish artists. The sculpture park serves as a 
space for people to escape their busy lives in the 
city, a zone for interaction with art, nature, and other 
Finns. 
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