13 MUSEUMS for 13 (or more) FINNS addresses the current debate of the
proposed Guggenheim Helsinki by aiming to expand the definition of the “museum”
typology to better reflect the heterogeneous nature of the city of Helsinki. It does so
by linking past or current narratives (of well-known or emerging figures important to
Finnish culture) to the dynamics of everyday life. Each of the 13 proposals
(individually designed and submitted) serve to collectively present a series of
alternatives to a museum for the city. Each share a common location on the site but
evolve based on unique approaches derived from ideas translated from a characterization of a studied Finnish figure and his or her contribution to society at-large. The
famous (or not) Finn is juxtaposed with an aspect of contemporary urban life (such as
recreation, transportation, creative culture, education, etc.) in Helsinki that manifests
into diverse activities and uses on the South Harbor site. The designs conceptually
link the dichotomous relationship that exists between a museum’s role in preserving
a city’s heritage (and its beloved cultural contributors) and actively shaping its present
and future urban context and experiences.
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PUURE: A MUSEUM FOR KARI VIRTANEN

SEASONAL SOUND ARCHIVE: A MUSEUM FOR JEAN SIBELIUS
INPUT/OUTPUT: A MUSEUM FOR SASU LAUKKONEN
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MUSIC STATION HELSINKI: A MUSEUM FOR KAIJA SAARIAHO

LINNUNRATA: A MUSEUM FOR MAGNUS VON WRIGHT
VEISTOSPUISTO: A MUSEUM FOR SANNA ANNUKA

INTELLECTUAL PLAYSPACE: A MUSEUM FOR SPEDE PASANEN

*

05

08

10

A4

>

SCALE 71%

SALI TANSSI: A MUSEUM FOR MARIA GRIPENBERG
DISCORDANT: A MUSEUM FOR AXEL ANTAS

ANOMALY: A MUSEUM FOR JUKKA JERNVALL

13 MUSEUMS
for 13 (or more)
FINNS
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PUHDISTAA: A MUSEUM FOR JUHANI PALLASMAA
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EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA
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CITY-POEM: A MUSEUM FOR PETER VON BAGH

PUURE : A MUSEUM FOR KARI VIRTANEN

Puure investigates the relationship
between the people of Finland and the country’s
thriving forestry industry. The focus on the
forestry industry was derived from Finnish
designer Kari Virtanen. Born and raised in
Ostrobothnia, Virtanen is known as a woodcarving master, due to his principles of “pure and
restrained design.” He founded his own furniture
company, Nikari, in 1967, focusing on achieving
implicit form through wood supplied by local
sawmills. All of the wood he uses within his work
is also treated with natural substances, further
highlighting his values in sustainability and
biodiversity.
Puure, is a space dedicated to highlighting the beauty, mystery, and purity of the forest.
It is a museum that is at once celebratory and
informative, through story-telling and display.
Capturing the deep connection that the people
of Finland have to the forest, this design proposes a sequence of spaces that elucidates the
interconnection between the deeply-rooted
myths and mysteries of the forest and the
nuances and diversity of the products of its
industry.

^ SITE PLAN

The design concept for Puure comes
directly from a tree form. Rather than mimic the
traditional tree, Puure takes on a more abstract,
sculptural form through the accumulation of
geometric forms. These wooden triangular
shards form around an open, atrium like, core,
inverting the solidity of a tree’s trunk with the
placement of a void. These dramatic forms,
purposely unrestrained, create occupiable
spaces around the core that are explored
through a winding circulatory path. This path
connects an underground space dedicated to
the mythic tradition of the forest to the
above-ground display spaces which serve to
inform visitors of the value of the forest’s biodiversity and its contemporary value.
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