Proposal for The Next Helsinki:

Sneak-in –
An urban way of life
A new art invention

Urban housing is getting more and more expensive and is limited. The cost of
rent, heating, water, electricity, communication, clothing are all on the rise.
Sharing, exchanging, double use are all current trends. The buzzword is
shareconomy.
Almost unnoticed, a trend has emerged about which so far little is known. The
so-called sneak-in. Sneak-in is a furtive life, a kind of co-existing life in the
shadows. It takes advantage of unused resources. Almost 40% of all homes
are empty every day for between 4 and 12 hours, because the persons paying
the rent are working, studying, shopping, or on holiday. The sneak-in
community takes advantage of these quiet times. Unnoticed, these nomadic
users gain access to an apartment or house, profit from the heating, use the
bathrooms, household appliances, computers, telephones, sometimes even
clothes, they eat food, and leave these spaces without a trace. They are wellinformed about the life of the main users, down to the smallest details, they
have a sophisticated surveillance system, including mobile phone tracking, and
they are highly organised, disciplined, and attentive. They forgo an apartment
of their own. Instead, they have between 4 to 7 apartments in their portfolio.
The utopia behind a movement like sneak-in is a future where the multiple use
of housing and resources no longer has to be hidden–today it is still illegal–,
but has an open, exchange-like structure, which as opposed to sharing is
however still anonymous. The lawful users tolerate the secret use of their
homes by nomadic users because they profit from it, or endorse it for
ecological or other reasons.
A future city that wants to be sustainable, ecological, and open to radically
different ways of living has to consider not only the demographic growth and
the climate change induced mass migration towards so called 'western
countries' but also the disappearance of the need of a 'room of one's own'.
The design for Next Helsinki should include the possibility of new ways of living
in the future. Sneak-in could be one way to do that.

Therefore the architectural planning should include
1. a tunnel system under the whole area which gives access to every
building,
2. double walls, that is a small sneak space between apartments,
offices, galleries or museums, with attached stairs,
3. a backdoor to every unit,
4. different entrances, not visible from the buildings, and
5. direct connections between tunnel system(s) and city transportation.
There is a manual with instructions, exercises, and useful insiders’ tips. It is
mainly intended for beginners who want to familiarise themselves with the
subject. Simple exercises will help future nomadic users develop the skills that
will help them in starting this new way of life. But experienced nomadic housing
users will learn a few useful things as well. http://sneak-in.helene-oldenburg.de

