13 MUSEUMS for 13 (or more) FINNS addresses the current debate of the
proposed Guggenheim Helsinki by aiming to expand the definition of the “museum”
typology to better reflect the heterogeneous nature of the city of Helsinki. It does so
by linking past or current narratives (of well-known or emerging figures important to
Finnish culture) to the dynamics of everyday life. Each of the 13 proposals
(individually designed and submitted) serve to collectively present a series of
alternatives to a museum for the city. Each share a common location on the site but
evolve based on unique approaches derived from ideas translated from a characterization of a studied Finnish figure and his or her contribution to society at-large. The
famous (or not) Finn is juxtaposed with an aspect of contemporary urban life (such as
recreation, transportation, creative culture, education, etc.) in Helsinki that manifests
into diverse activities and uses on the South Harbor site. The designs conceptually
link the dichotomous relationship that exists between a museum’s role in preserving
a city’s heritage (and its beloved cultural contributors) and actively shaping its present
and future urban context and experiences.
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PUURE: A MUSEUM FOR KARI VIRTANEN

SEASONAL SOUND ARCHIVE: A MUSEUM FOR JEAN SIBELIUS
INPUT/OUTPUT: A MUSEUM FOR SASU LAUKKONEN

13 MUSEUMS
for 13 (or more)
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MUSIC STATION HELSINKI: A MUSEUM FOR KAIJA SAARIAHO

LINNUNRATA: A MUSEUM FOR MAGNUS VON WRIGHT
VEISTOSPUISTO: A MUSEUM FOR SANNA ANNUKA

INTELLECTUAL PLAYSPACE: A MUSEUM FOR SPEDE PASANEN
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SALI TANSSI: A MUSEUM FOR MARIA GRIPENBERG
DISCORDANT: A MUSEUM FOR AXEL ANTAS

ANOMALY: A MUSEUM FOR JUKKA JERNVALL

FINNS
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PUHDISTAA: A MUSEUM FOR JUHANI PALLASMAA
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EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA
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CITY-POEM: A MUSEUM FOR PETER VON BAGH

EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA

^ SITE PLAN

Situated adjacent to the Baltic Sea, Helsinki is a
culturally unique city with immense collective
unity and lasting traditions. Expand the Existing:
A Museum for Maija Isola is designed to capture
that exact essence. As a textile designer, Isola
influenced not only Helsinki, but also the entire
world. Having created over 500 distinct patterns,
she was the indisputable lead textile designer for
the Finnish company Marimekko, a company that
she made internationally well known in the 1960s.
Her patterns are bold, distinct, recognizable, and
described as “radically simple.”
Expand the Existing is an alternative museum for
emerging artists and designers of the area. From
music, to fashion, to cinematography to painting,
this space celebrates the contemporary position
of art made collectively within the city. In contrast
to a typical art or design museum or gallery that
identifies with its singular mission, this space is
formed by the tenants of the city itself. Part exhibition, part event, part marketplace and part
urban street, it captures the dynamic qualities of
the city. Housed under the same roof, the spaces,
serving a wide range of artists and designers,
build on a shared creative energy, a collective set
of resources, and the overlap between distinct
artistic disciplines.
Drawing from the existing waterfront warehouses
on the site, overall organization of the building is
simple and rhythmic, following Isola’s approach to
graphic form. Complexity is derived from the
alteration and layering of one of Isola’s most
famous patterns. Repetitive curved walls undulating between two flat horizontal and extended
planes, capping them on top and bottom, define
an internal passageway, similar to a covered
street. The curved walls are shaped like vaults
where the display or selling of artworks could take
place. The open central core of the building
allows the building to host large events related to
this emerging creative class in Helsinki. The
architecture’s extended roof plane is perforated
with openings that project Isola’s patterns into the
space through a play of light and shadow, adding
to its dynamic qualities. Isola’s distinct creations
serve as the foundation for the design of Expand
the Existing, in essence, allowing the textile to be
read as architecture and architecture to be read
as the city.
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EXPAND THE EXISTING: A MUSEUM FOR MAIJA ISOLA
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